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INTRODUCTION

> Required provisions: Sections of this constitution marked by an astdtisare required when
a congregation amends its governing documentsseldections must be used without alteration or
amendment of the text in any manner (neither aatitnor deletions). This is in keeping with
provision 9.52. in th€onstitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutionthef Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.This provision stipulates that when a congregatibthis church “wishes to
amend any provision of its governing documentsginerning documents of that congregation shall
be so amended to conform to 9.25.b.” in the chuidbwonstitution. The provisions herein marked by
an asterisk are those that are indicated as rebimrELCA constitutional provision 9.25.b.

> Review by synod: In keeping with provisions that apply to all coegations of this church, each
congregation is to provide a copy of its govermioguments to the synod. As specified by ELCA
bylaw 9.53.03. (numbering as listed in the 1991 sutssequent editions):

All proposed changes in the constitution or incogpion documents of a congregation shall be
referred to the synod with which the congregat®affiliated. The synod shall approve or
disapprove the proposed changes within 120 dayecefpt thereof, and shall notify the
congregation of its decision; in the absence daé@sion, the changes shall go into effect.

> Codification explanation: A numerical codification indicates (a) generaljsah (b)
constitutional provisions, (c) bylaws, and (d) éoning resolutions.

a. Major sectors are designated as chapters.cidmer designation becomes the first number in
the codification sequence and is followed by aqukriThus, provisions in “Chapter 8.
Membership” are preceded by “8.”

b. Constitutional provisions are codified with taets of numbers: the chapter number and a two-
digit number preceding the second period in théfioadion. Thus, one constitutional provision
related to “Membership” is codified *C8.02.

c. Bylaw provisions are codified with three set®ombers: the chapter number, the related
constitutional provision number, and a two-digitmher. Thus, one bylaw provision related to
“Membership” would be codified C8.02.01. Becaugkaws and continuing resolutions
normally are so specifically related to detaileath congregation’s organization, operation, and
life, no model set of bylaws or continuing resalas is provided. Each congregation may
develop its own bylaws and continuing resolutidng, no such bylaws or continuing resolutions
may conflict with this constitution, the constitti and bylaws of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, and the constitution of the sjres indicated in *C6.03.e.

d. The Congregation Council may adopt “continuiegplutions,” which may provide descriptions
of operational patterns or of the ongoing respalitsés of committees or other units within the
organizational structure of the congregation. Viithe governing documents of a
congregation, continuing resolutions are the pions most easily amended. Unlike
constitutional provisions and bylaws, continuingaletions may be updated regularly by the
Congregation Council without the necessity of caglla regular or special Congregation
Meeting. Continuing resolutions also are codifiéth three sets of numbers except that the
third set is preceded by a capital letter. Thuspratinuing resolution might be numbered C13.
to designate the chapter; C13.07. to designatsubject matter within the chapter; and the
third set might be numbered A05. in the codificat®13.07.A05. to indicate by the “A” that it
is the first continuing resolution regarding thabject and to indicate by the “05” that it was
adopted in 2005.
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> Ease of use: The provisions of your congregation’s constitutitire bylaws, and the continuing
resolutions that pertain to the same matter shioeillglaced together for clarity and ease in use.

If chapter numbers are considered the major seguenmber, constitution numbers as a fraction
of the chapter number, and bylaw numbers as adracf the constitution number, then the
codification can be said to provide a progressaguence. Thus, *C5.01. will precede C5.03.10., and
C9.11.16. will precede *C9.13.

All provisions in theModel Constitution for Congregatiorese prefaced with “C” to distinguish
these provisions from comparable ones in the syabdind churchwide constitutions.

> Missing numbers: As you work with thevlodel Constitution for Congregationgou may
notice that certain numbers seem to be missing frmmumbering sequence in some chapters. That is
intentional. In the style followed here, the numb#&0.” and multiples thereof have been resengd f
possible use as section headings in future editidingrefore, in the sequence, for example, of
Chapters 1, 9, and 12, these “.10.” numbers dappear.

> Selection of options: Alternatives are provided in certain places witthia model. Those are
noted by square brackets. For example, *C9.0&rothe alternative of election of a call commitbge
the congregation or by the Congregation Councihe @lternative should be chosen in each instance
where square brackets appear in the text.

Optional texts are provided in separate paragrapfapters 11 and 12 regarding the
Congregation Council and its membership. Each m@gagion will need to select one of those options
for council membership or a variation thereof, ggbfo approval through the synod’s constitutional
review process.

> Referencesto church: In the governing documents, “Church” with a caditter is used in
references to the one, holy, catholic, and apas€iurch. In references to the Evangelical Luthera
Church in America, the words “church” and “this othl’ in lower case letters are employed, although,
for clarity in this constitution, the full name &LCA” normally is used.

The specific congregation may be identified, aw/jged in C1.02., as “this congregation.”

> Guidelines: A list of guidelines for a congregation engagingeview and amendment of its
constitution is available through each synod offioel on the ELCA Web site
(www.elca.org/secretary/Constitutions/ModelGuide) pdf

The task of amending a constitution is not edsis, however, an important endeavor that merits
thoughtful work. In your constitutional responéiies, God grant you wisdom, mutual love, clear
understanding of good order, and commitment taitiity of this church in faithful witness to our lcor
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

THE REV. LOWELL G. ALMEN
Secretary

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

August 19, 2005
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CONSTITUTION
for
SPRINGS OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Copyright 2005
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

*PREAMBLE

We, baptized members of the Church of Christ, redjmg in faith to the call of the
Holy Spirit through the Gospel, desiring to unitgether to preach the Word,
administer the sacraments, and carry out God'sionissio hereby adopt this
constitution and solemnly pledge ourselves to beegeed by its provisions. In the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the HpigtS

Chapter 1.
NAME AND INCORPORATION
C1.01. The name of this congregation shall be SpringSratce

Lutheran Church.

C1.02. For the purpose of this constitution and the aquomging bylaws, the
congregation of Springs of Grace Lutheran Chisdtereinafter
designated as “this congregation.”

Cl.11. This congregation shall be incorporated undetatws of the State of

South Carolina .

Chapter 2.
CONFESSION OF FAITH

*C2.01. This congregation confesses the Triune God, Fa8wrt, and Holy

Spirit.

*C2.02.  This congregation confesses Jesus Christ as lat@&avior and the

Gospel as the power of God for the salvation ofvalb believe.

a. Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate utifinovhom
everything was made and through whose life, deatti,
resurrection God fashions a new creation.

b. The proclamation of God’s message to us aslbmthand Gospel
is the Word of God, revealing judgment and meregugh word
and deed, beginning with the Word in creation, itatg in the

* Required provision
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*C2.03.

*C2.04.

*C2.05.

*C2.06.

*C2.07.

Chapter 3.

history of Israel, and centering in all its fullseas the person and
work of Jesus Christ.

c. The canonical Scriptures of the Old and Newtdraents are the
written Word of God. Inspired by God’s Spirit sy through
their authors, they record and announce God'’s atieel centering
in Jesus Christ. Through them God’s Spirit speaksstto create
and sustain Christian faith and fellowship for sesin the world.

This congregation accepts the canonical Scriptofése Old and New

Testaments as the inspired Word of God and theostative source

and norm of its proclamation, faith, and life.

This congregation accepts the Apostles’, Nicend,Athanasian
Creeds as true declarations of the faith of thiggcegation.

This congregation accepts the Unaltered Augsbarféssion as a true
witness to the Gospel, acknowledging as one withfiith and
doctrine all churches that likewise accept thehewys of the Unaltered
Augsburg Confession.

This congregation accepts the other confessioriihgs in the Book
of Concord, namely, the Apology of the Augsburg féssion, the
Smalcald Articles and the Treatise, the Small CGassa, the Large
Catechism, and the Formula of Concord, as furthéd interpretations
of the faith of the Church.

This congregation confesses the Gospel, recordétkiHoly Scripture
and confessed in the ecumenical creeds and Lutlcerdgassional
writings, as the power of God to create and susterChurch for
God’s mission in the world.

NATURE OF THE CHURCH

*C3.01.

*C3.02.

Chapter 4.

All power in the Church belongs to our Lord Je€bsist, its head. All
actions of this congregation are to be carrieduodter his rule and
authority.

The Church exists both as an inclusive fellowsing as local
congregations gathered for worship and Christiavic® Congre-
gations find their fulfillment in the universal comnity of the Church,
and the universal Church exists in and through cegagions. The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, therefaierives its
character and powers both from the sanction anekseptation of its
congregations and from its inherent nature as aression of the
broader fellowship of the faithful. In length, tkmmowledges itself to be
in the historic continuity of the communion of dairin breadth, it
expresses the fellowship of believers and congimgzin our day.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

*C4.01. The Church is a people created by God in Chnispavered by the
Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to Gadeative,
redeeming, and sanctifying activity in the world.

*C4.02. To participate in God’s mission, this congregatsm part of the
Church shall:

a. Worship God in proclamation of the Word and eistration of
the sacraments and through lives of prayer, prdis@eksgiving,
witness, and service.

b. Proclaim God’s saving Gospel of justificatigngsace for Christ's
sake through faith alone, according to the apastitiness in the
Holy Scripture, preserving and transmitting the @daithfully to
future generations.

c. Carry out Christ's Great Commission by reacluogto all people
to bring them to faith in Christ and by doing alhistry with a
global awareness consistent with the understarafi@pd as
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all.

d. Serve in response to God’s love to meet hureads) caring for
the sick and the aged, advocating dignity andgador all people,
working for peace and reconciliation among thearesj and
standing with the poor and powerless, and commiitgelf to their
needs.

e. Nurture its members in the Word of God so agdav in faith and
hope and love, to see dalily life as the primartirsgfor the
exercise of their Christian calling, and to usegdhes of the Spirit
for their life together and for their calling inetlworld.

f.  Manifest the unity given to the people of Gadlibing together in
the love of Christ and by joining with other Chidsts in prayer
and action to express and preserve the unity whielSpirit gives.

*C4.03. To fulfill these purposes, this congregation shall

a. Provide services of worship at which the Wdrod is preached
and the sacraments are administered.

b. Provide pastoral care and assist all membeparticipate in this
ministry.

c. Challenge, equip, and support all membersiiryicey out their
calling in their daily lives and in their congreiget.

d. Teach the Word of God.

e. Witness to the reconciling Word of God in Chrisaching out to
all people.

f.  Respond to human need, work for justice anat@eeare for the
sick and the suffering, and participate responsibBociety.
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*C4.04.

*C4.05.

Chapter 5.

g. Motivate its members to provide financial sugfor the congre-
gation’s ministry and the ministry of other parfgle Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

h. Foster and participate in interdependent watatiips with other
congregations, the synod, and the churchwide ozgtiah of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

i. Foster and participate in ecumenical relatigrsleconsistent with
churchwide policy.

This congregation shall develop an organizatistraicture to be

described in the bylaws. The Congregation Coutheillprepare

descriptions of the responsibilities of each corterittask force, or
other organizational group and shall review theticas. [Such
descriptions shall be contained in continuing reohs in the section
on the Congregation Council.]

This congregation shall, from time to time, adaphission statement
which will provide specific direction for its progms.

POWERS OF THE CONGREGATION

*C5.01.

*Cb5.02.

*C5.03.

The powers of this congregation are those necgssdulfill its
purpose.

The powers of this congregation are vested irCihiegregation
Meeting called and conducted as provided in thisstitution and
bylaws.

Only such authority as is delegated to the Corajieg Council or
other organizational units in this congregatiorosgrning documents
is recognized. All remaining authority is retairtgdthe congregation.
The congregation is authorized to:

a. call a pastor as provided in Chapter 9;

b. terminate the call of a pastor as providedhajer 9;

c. call or terminate the call of associates inistig, deaconesses, and

diaconal ministers in conformity with the applicatgolicy of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America;

d. adopt amendments to the constitution, as pealvid Chapter 17,
and amendments to the bylaws, as specified in @hapt

e. approve the annual budget;

f. acquire real and personal property by gift,isevpurchase, or
other lawful means;

g. hold title to and use its property for any afidactivities consistent
with its purpose;

h. sell, mortgage, lease, transfer, or otherwispase of its property
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by any lawful means;

i. electits Congregation Council, and requirertr@mbers of the
council to carry out their duties in accordancehwiite constitution,
bylaws, and continuing resolutions; and

j- terminate its relationship with the Evangelitatheran Church in
America as provided in Chapter 6.

*C5.04.  This congregation shall choose from among itsngpthembers
laypersons to serve as voting members of the Sjisedmbly as well
as persons to represent it at meetings of any cemfe, cluster,
coalition, or other area subdivision of which iaisnember. The
number of persons to be elected by the congregatidrother
qualifications shall be as prescribed in guideliessblished by the
South Carolina Synodof the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

C5.05. This congregation shall have a mission endowmerd that will
operate as specified in this congregation’s comppuesolutions. The
purpose of the mission endowment fund is to profademission work
beyond the operational budget of this congregation.

Chapter 6.
CHURCH AFFILIATION

*C6.01. This congregation shall be an interdependentqfdhte Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America or its successor, antth@fSouth Carolina
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameritiais
congregation is subject to the discipline of thauigelical Lutheran
Church in America.

*C6.02.  This congregation accepts the Confession of Faithagrees to the
Purposes of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Acaesnd shall act
in accordance with them.

*C6.03.  This congregation acknowledges its relationshij tie Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America in which:

a. This congregation agrees to be responsibligsftife as a Christian
community.

b. This congregation pledges its financial suppar participation in
the life and mission of the Evangelical Lutherarutch in
America.

c. This congregation agrees to call pastoral leste from the clergy
roster of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameiiit
accordance with its call procedures except in spheticumstances
and with the approval of the bishop of the synod.

d. This congregation agrees to consider assodiatamistry,
deaconesses, and diaconal ministers for call teratfaff positions
in the congregation according to the procedurehetvangelical
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Lutheran Church in America.

e. This congregation agrees to file this constituand any
subsequent changes to this constitution with thedyor review
to ascertain that all of its provisions are in agnent with the
constitution and bylaws of the Evangelical Luthe@urch in
America and with the constitution of the synod.

*C6.04.  Affiliation with the Evangelical Lutheran Church America may be
terminated as follows:

a. This congregation takes action to dissolve.

b. This congregation ceases to exist.

c. This congregation is removed from membershiénEvangelical
Lutheran Church in America according to the procesdior
discipline of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in éana.

d. This congregation follows the procedures oatiin *C6.05.

*C6.05. This congregation may terminate its relationshighwhe Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America by the following procestu

a. Aresolution indicating the desire of this cargation to terminate
its relationship must be adopted at a legally dadled conducted
special meeting of this congregation by a two-thinehjority of the
voting members present.

b. The secretary of this congregation shall sulaneibpy of the
resolution to the synodical bishop and shall maibpy of the
resolution to voting members of this congregatibimis notice
shall be submitted within 10 days after the resofubas been
adopted.

c. The bishop of the synod shall consult with tteagregation during
a period of at least 90 days.

d. If this congregation, after consultation, siifisires to terminate its
relationship, such action may be taken at a legalled and
conducted special meeting by a two-thirds majasftthe voting
members present, at which meeting the bishop ofythed or an
authorized representative shall be present. Nofitke meeting
shall be mailed to all voting members at least 4gsdn advance
of the meeting.

e. A certified copy of the resolution to terminéterelationship shall
be sent to the synodical bishop, at which timeréhationship
between this congregation and the Evangelical kath€hurch in
America shall be terminated.

f.  Notice of termination shall be forwarded by #yamodical bishop
to the secretary of this church and published éngériodical of
this church.
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h. Since this congregation was established b¥tramngelical
Lutheran Church in America, it shall be requiredaddition to the
foregoing provisions in *C6.05., to receive synadiiapproval
before terminating its membership in the Evangélicgheran
Church in America.

*C6.06. If this congregation considers relocation, it Shahfer with the bishop
of the synod in which it is territorially locate@fore any steps are
taken leading to such action. The approval of 8 Council shall
be received before any such action is effected.

Chapter 7.
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

*C7.01. If this congregation ceases to exist, title toispdsed property shall
pass to the South Carolina Synod of the Evangédligdleran Church
in America.

*C7.02. If this congregation is removed from membershithiz Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America according to its progedor discipline,
title to property shall continue to reside in tbasgregation.

*C7.03. If a two-thirds majority of the voting membersthfs congregation
present at a legally called and conducted spe@atimg of this
congregation vote to transfer to another Luthefamrch body, title to
property shall continue to reside in this congriegatBefore this
congregation takes action to transfer to anothéinénan church body,
it shall consult with representatives of the Sddénolina Synod.

*C7.04. If a two-thirds majority of the voting membersthfs congregation
present at a legally called and conducted speaatimg of this
congregation vote to become independent or retagenon-Lutheran
church bodyi, title to property of this congregatsall continue to
reside in this congregation only with the consdrihe Synod Council.
The Synod Council, after consultation with this gaggation by the
established synodical process, may give approvilgdoequest to
become independent or to relate to a non-Luthenarch body, in
which case title shall remain with the majoritytis congregation. If
the Synod Council fails to give such approvaletghall remain with
those members who desire to continue as a congrags#tthe
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

C7.05. Notwithstanding the provisions of *C7.02. and *@©3. above, where
this congregation has received property from thedypursuant to a
deed or other instrument containing restrictiondaurprovision 9.71.a.
of the Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutionthef
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americthis congregation accepts
such restrictions and:
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a. Shall not transfer, encumber, mortgage, or ynveay burden or
impair any right, title, or interest in the propewithout prior
approval of the Synod Council.

b. Shall—upon written demand by the Synod Coupuilsuant to
1S13.23. of the constitution of the So@arolina Synod—
reconvey and transfer all right, title, and intéiaghe property to
the synod.

Chapter 8.
MEMBERSHIP

*C8.01. Members of this congregation shall be those bagdtzersons on the
roll of this congregation at the time that this stitation is adopted and
those who are admitted thereafter and who havedsthnd maintain
their membership in accordance with the provisiginthis constitution
and its bylaws.

*C8.02. Members shall be classified as follows:

a. Baptized members are those persons who have been recsaived b
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism in this congregat@mnhaving
been previously baptized in the name of the TriGod, have been
received by certificate of transfer from other Lertdn
congregations or by affirmation of faith.

b. Confirmed members are baptized persons who have been
confirmed in this congregation, those who have lyeeaived by
adult baptism or by transfer as confirmed membmens fother
Lutheran congregations, or baptized persons reddiye
affirmation of faith.

c. Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed
members, during the current or preceding calendar, shall have
communed in this congregation and shall have maaaibution
of record to this congregation. Members of thisgregation who
have satisfied these basic standards shall hayerithikege of
voice and vote at every regular and special meetirnige
congregation.

d. Associate members are persons holding membership in othest@im
congregations who wish to retain such membershigésire to
participate in the life and mission of this congrégn, or persons
who wish to retain a relationship with this congatégn while
being members of other congregations. They havwbalprivileges
and duties of membership except voting rights digibdity for
elected offices or membership on the Congregatmm¢il of this
congregation.

*C8.03.  All applications for confirmed membership shalldadmitted to and
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*C8.04.

*C8.05.

Chapter 9.

shall require the approval of the Congregation €dun

It shall be the privilege and duty of membershi$ tongregation to:

a. make regular use of the means of grace, bottd \Afod
sacraments;

b. live a Christian life in accordance with the Mof God and the
teachings of the Lutheran church; and

c. support the work of this congregation, the siyramd the
churchwide organization of the Evangelical Luthe@murch in
America through contributions of their time, alid#, and financial
support as biblical stewards.

Membership in this congregation shall be termiddig any of the

following:

a. death;

b. resignation;

c. transfer or release;

d. disciplinary action by the Congregation Counail

e. removal from the roll due to inactivity as defil in the bylaws.

Such persons who have been removed from the ratlemfibers shall
remain persons for whom the Church has a continp@sgoral concern.

THE PASTOR

*C9.01.

*C9.02.

*C9.03.

Authority to call a pastor shall be in this corygron by at least a two-
thirds majority ballot vote of members present aating at a meeting
legally called for that purpose. Before a callsisued, the officers, or a
committee elected by the Congregation Council tomamend the call,
shall seek the advice and help of the bishop ofyned.
Only a member of the clergy roster of the Evamgéliutheran Church
in America or a candidate for the roster of orddingnisters who has
been recommended for the congregation by the sgabblishop may
be called as a pastor of this congregation.
Consistent with the faith and practice of the Badital Lutheran
Church in America,
a. Every ordained minister shall:

1) preach the Word;

2) administer the sacraments;

3) conduct public worship;

4) provide pastoral care; and

5) speak publicly to the world in solidarity witie poor and

oppressed, calling for justice and proclaiming Gddve for
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*C9.04.

*C9.05.

b.

the world.

Each ordained minister with a congregationflistell, within the
congregation:

1

2)
3)

4)

offer instruction, confirm, marry, visit theck and distressed,
and bury the dead;
supervise all schools and organizations af tbingregation;

install regularly elected members of the Cenggtion Council;
and

with the council, administer discipline.

Every pastor shall:

1
2)

3)

4)

strive to extend the Kingdom of God in the caumity, in the
nation, and abroad;

seek out and encourage qualified personsepape for the
ministry of the Gospel;

impart knowledge of this church and its widenistry
through distribution of its periodicals and othebfications;
and

endeavor to increase the support given bydingregation to
the work of the churchwide organization of the Eyelital
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and of thBouth
Carolina_Synod of the ELCA.

The specific duties of the pastor, compensatiod,ather matters
pertaining to the service of the pastor shall lnduighed in a letter of
call, which shall be attested by the bishop ofsymod.

The call of a congregation, when accepted fgstor, shall
constitute a continuing mutual relationship and cotment,
which, except in the case of the death of the pashall be
terminated only following consultation with the sylical bishop
and for the following reasons:

a.

1

2)

3)

4)
5)

mutual agreement to terminate the call orcttrapletion of a
call for a specific term;

resignation of the pastor, which shall becaffiective, unless
otherwise agreed, 30 days after the date on whishs
submitted;

inability to conduct the pastoral office effeely in the
congregation in view of local conditions, withoeflection on
the competence or the moral and spiritual charadttre
pastor;

the physical or mental incapacity of the pgsto
disqualification of the pastor through disiiplon grounds of
doctrine, morality, or continued neglect of duty;
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6) the dissolution of the congregation; or

7) suspension of the congregation as a resulisofpline
proceedings.
When allegations of physical or mental incatyaei the pastor or
ineffective conduct of the pastoral office have eaimthe attention
of the bishop of the synod, the bishop in his ardwde discretion
may, or when such allegations have been broughietsynod’s
attention by an official recital of allegationsthy Congregation
Council or by a petition signed by at least onetloif the voting
members of the congregation, the bishop shall sityate such
conditions personally in company with a committéeénm
ordained ministers and one layperson.
In case of alleged physical or mental incagacibtmpetent
medical testimony shall be obtained. When suchbdisais
evident, the bishop of the synod with the advicthefcommittee shall
declare the pastorate vacant. Upon the restorafiardisabled
pastor to health, the bishop of the synod sha# &kps to enable
the pastor to resume the ministry, either in thegcegation last
served or in another field of labor.
In the case of alleged local difficulties thaperil the effective
functioning of the congregation, all concerned passshall be
heard, after which the bishop of the synod togethitr the
committee described in *C9.05.b. shall decide endburse of
action to be recommended to the pastor and theregation. If
they agree to carry out such recommendations, nleefiuaction
shall be taken by the synod. If either party flsissent, the
congregation may dismiss the pastor at a legallgdaneeting
after consultation with the bishop, either (a) kiyva-thirds
majority vote of the voting members present andhgotvhere the
bishop and the committee did not recommend termonatf the
call, or (b) by a simple majority vote of the vagimembers
present and voting where the bishop and the comnitt
recommended termination of the call.
If, in the course of proceedings describeddf.®5.d., the
committee concludes that there may be groundsdoiptinary action,
the committee shall make recommendations concedisuiplinary
action to the synodical bishop, who may bring ckarg
accordance with the provisions of the constitufod bylaws of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America anddbestitution
of this synod.
If, following the appointment of the committdescribed in
*C9.05.b. or d., it should become apparent thaptimtoral office
cannot be conducted effectively in the congregésiobeing
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*C9.06.

*C9.07.

*C9.08.

*C9.09.

*C9.11.

*C9.12.

served by the ordained minister due to local céonl, the bishop
of the synod may temporarily suspend the paston Bervice in
the congregation(s) without prejudice and with payvided
through a joint synodical and churchwide fund arith Wwousing
provided by the congregation(s).
At a time of pastoral vacancy, an interim pastalisbe appointed by
the bishop of the synod with the consent of thisgeegation or the
Congregation Council.

During the period of service, an interim pastalkhave the rights and
duties in the congregation of a regularly calledgtpaand may delegate
the same in part to a supply pastor with the cansietie bishop of the
synod and this congregation or Congregation Coumbi interim
pastor and any ordained pastor providing assistsinak refrain from
exerting influence in the selection of a pastor.

This congregation shall make satisfactory settt@rméall financial
obligations to a former pastor before calling acessor. A pastor shall
make satisfactory settlement of all financial oatigns to this
congregation before beginning service in a cadlriother congregation
or employment in another ministry setting relatedhie Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

When a pastor is called to serve in company witbtlzer pastor or
pastors, the privileges and responsibilities ohgaastor shall be
specified in documents to accompany the call arzbtdrafted in
consultation involving the pastors, the Congrega@ouncil, and the
bishop of the synod. As occasion requires, the theciis may be
revised through a similar consultation.

With the approval of the bishop of the synod,¢begregation may
depart from *C9.05.a. and call a pastor for a djgetdrm. Details of
such calls shall be in writing setting forth themase and conditions
involved. Prior to the completion of a term, theHap or a designated
representative of the bishop shall meet with tretqyaand
representatives of the congregation for a reviethefcall. Such a call
may also be terminated before its expiration iroadance with the
provisions of *C9.05.a.

The pastor of this congregation:

a. shall keep accurate parochial records of aitibas,
confirmations, marriages, burials, communicantsnbers received,
members dismissed, or members excluded from thgregation;

b. shall submit a summary of such statistics aiynt@the synod;
and

c. shall become a member of this congregation tgipt and
acceptance of the letter of call. In a parish oftipie
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*C9.13.

*C9.14.

C9.20.
C9.21.

congregations, the pastor shall hold membershimeof the
congregations.
The pastor(s) shall submit a report of his orrhanistry to the bishop
of the synod at least 90 days prior to each regukseting of the Synod
Assembly.

The parochial records of this congregation shaliiaintained by the
pastor and shall remain the property of the corajien. The secretary
of this congregation shall attest in writing to thishop of this synod
that such records have been placed in his or hetshia good order by
a departing pastor before the installation of retor in another field
of labor or the granting by the synod of retireats$ to the pastor.

Ecumenical pastoral ministry

Under special circumstances, subject to the agpafithe synodical
bishop and the concurrence of this congregatiomrdained minister
of a church body with which the Evangelical Luthefzhurch in
America officially has established a relationshifutl communion
may serve temporarily as pastor of this congregatiwder a contract
between the congregation and the ordained mirirstiform proposed
by the synodical bishop and approved by the coragiay

Chapter 10.
CONGREGATION MEETING

C10.01.

C10.02.

C10.03.

C10.04.
C10.05.
C10.06.

C10.07.

The semi-annual (at least twice) meeting of tbisgregation shall be
held at a time specified in the bylaws.

A special Congregation Meeting may be called leyphstor, the
Congregation Council, or the president of this ¢eggtion, and shall
be called by the president of the congregation upemwritten request
of _25 percent of the voting members. The call for egactal
meeting shall specify the purpose for which itbie held and no other
business shall be transacted.

Notice of all meetings of this congregation slalgiven at the services
of worship on the preceding two consecutive Sundaysby mail to all
voting members at least 10 days in advance of déte af the meeting.
The posting of such notice in the regular mailhwite regular postage
affixed or paid, sent to the last known addressuch members shall be
sufficient.

25  voting members shall constitute a quorum.
Voting by proxy or by absentee ballot shall nopleemitted.

All actions approved by the congregation shalbpenajority vote of
those voting members present and voting, exceptraswise provided
in this constitution or by state law.

Robert’s Rules of Ordetatest edition, shall govern parliamentary pro-
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cedure of all meetings of this congregation.

Chapter 11.
OFFICERS

C11.01. The officers of this congregation shall be a mest, vice president,
secretary, and treasurer.

a. Duties of the officers shall be specified ia Hylaws.

b. The officers shall be voting members of thegregation.

c. Officers of this congregation shall serve similffices of the Congre-
gation Council and shall be voting members of tbagtegation
Council.

d. If the Congregation Council elects its officetse president, vice
president, secretary, and shall be selected freneldcted
membership of the Congregation Council.

e. The treasure is elected by the Congregationaiiband this vote is
ratified by the this congregation at the followicgngregational
meeting.

C11.02. The Congregation Council shall elect its officansl they shall be the
officers of the congregation. The officers shalldbected by written
ballot and shall serve for one year. Their ternaldiegin at the close
of the annual meeting at which they are elected,stwall go until the
annual meeting the following year.

C11.03. No officer shall hold more than one office atradi No elected officer
shall be eligible to serve more than two conseeutvms in the same
office.

Chapter 12.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL

C12.01. The voting membership of the Congregation Couwstwlll consist of
the pastor(s), the officers of the congregation, members of the
congregational council. Any voting member of thegegation may be
elected, subject only to the limitation on the lgngf continuous
service permitted in that office. A member’s placethe Congregation
Council shall be declared vacant if the membereakes to be a voting
member of this congregation or b) is absent frour Buccessive
regular meetings of the Congregation Council witltawise. Consistent
with the laws of the state in which this congremats incorporated, the
congregation may adopt procedures for the remdvalneember of the
Congregation Council in other circumstances.

C12.02. ' The members of the Congregation Council exceppéstor(s) shall be
elected by written ballot to serve for 2years or until their
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C12.03.

C12.04.

C12.05.

successors are elected. Such members shall beleligiserve no more

than two full terms consecutively. Their terms sbalin at the close of

the annual meeting at which they are elected.

Should a member’s place on the Congregation Cbhadileclared

vacant, the Congregation Council shall elect, bjonits vote, a

successor until the next annual meeting. IndiMsludo have served

less than one-half of a regular term shall be leliigfor nomination and
possible election to a full term.

The Congregation Council shall have general ogatsf the life and

activities of this congregation, and in particutarworship life, to the

end that everything be done in accordance withfoed of God and
the faith and practice of the Evangelical Luthe@Gdurch in America.

The duties of the Congregation Council shall ineltice following:

a. To lead this congregation in stating its missto do long-range
planning, to set goals and priorities, and to ea&lts activities in
light of its mission and goals.

b. To seek to involve all members of this congtiegain worship,
learning, witness, service, and support.

c. To oversee and provide for the administratibthis congregation
to enable it to fulfill its functions and perforts imission.

d. To maintain supportive relationships with thstpr(s) and staff and
help them annually to evaluate the fulfillmenttadit calling or
employment.

e. To be examples individually and corporatelyhef style of life and
ministry expected of all baptized persons.

f.  To promote a congregational climate of peaatgoodwill, and,
as differences and conflicts arise, to endeavéoster mutual
understanding.

g. To arrange for pastoral service during thersiek or absence of
the pastor.

h. To emphasize partnership with the synod andctiwide
organization of the Evangelical Lutheran ChurclAimerica as
well as cooperation with other congregations, hattiheran and
non-Lutheran, subject to established policies efsynod and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

i. Torecommend and encourage the use of progeaources
produced or approved by the Evangelical Lutheramr€tin
America.

j-  To seek out and encourage qualified persomsepare for the
ministry of the Gospel.

The Congregation Council shall be responsibldtferfinancial and

property matters of this congregation.
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C12.06.

C12.07.

C12.08.

C12.09.

Cl1211.

Ci2.12.

a. The Congregation Council shall be the boariustees of this
congregation, and as such shall be responsibl@dantaining and
protecting its property and the management ofutsress and
fiscal affairs. It shall have the powers and bgesxttio the
obligations that pertain to such boards underadhses lof the State
of South Carolinaexcept as otherwise provided herein.

b. The Congregation Council shall not have thaaity to buy, sell,
or encumber real property unless specifically atitled to do so
by a meeting of the congregation.

c. The Congregation Council may enter into cotsra€ up to
$_ 2500 for items not included in the budget.

d. The Congregation Council shall prepare an drtrudget for
adoption by this congregation, shall supervisesttgenditure of
funds in accordance therewith following its adoptiand may
incur obligations of more than $ 2500 in excess of the
anticipated receipts only after approval by a Ceggtion
Meeting. The budget shall include this congregasidul
indicated share in support of the wider ministringecarried on in
partnership with the synod and churchwide orgaitinat

e. The Congregation Council shall ascertain thafinancial affairs
of this congregation are being conducted efficiemgiving
particular attention to the prompt payment of ligations and to
the regular forwarding of benevolence monies tosthdical
treasurer.

f.  The Congregation Council shall be responsibleliis congrega-
tion’s investments and its total insurance program.

The Congregation Council shall see that the piangsof this constitution

and its bylaws are carried out.

The Congregation Council shall provide for an aimaview of the

membership roster.

The Congregation Council shall be responsiblétferemployment and

supervision of the salaried lay workers of thisgragation.

The Congregation Council shall submit a compreiven®port to this

congregation at the annual meeting.

The Congregation Council shall normally meet caeaonth. Special

meetings may be called by the pastor or the prasided shall be

called by the president at the request of at leasthalf of its members.

Notice of each special meeting shall be given ta/ab are entitled to

be present.

A quorum for the transaction of business shalkgsirof a simple

majority of the members of the Congregation Couymadluding the

pastor or interim pastor, except when the pastamterim pastor
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requests or consents to be absent and has givarapgproval to the
agenda for a particular regular or special meetiigch shall be the
only business considered at that meeting. Chraniepeated absence
of the pastor or interim pastor who has refused@am@ of the agenda
of a subsequent regular or special meeting shalrexlude action by
the Congregation Council, following consultatiortiwihe synodical
bishop.

Chapter 13.
CONGREGATION COMMITTEES

C13.01. The officers of this congregation and the pashatl<onstitute the
Executive Committee.

C13.02. A Nominating Task Force of six voting members of this congregation,
two of whom, if possible, shall be outgoing membsfrthe
Congregation Council, shall be elected at the gpaimual meeting for
a term of one year. Members of the Nominating Cattemiare not
eligible for consecutive reelection.

C13.03. An Audit Task Force of three voting members shall be elected by the
Congregation Council. Audit Committee members shatlbe
members of the Congregation Council. Term of offiball be three
years, with one member elected each year. Membaikle eligible
for reelection.

C13.04. A Mutual Ministry Committee (in the absence of a mutual ministry
committee, the duties shall be fulfilled by the ext@&ve committee)
shall be appointed jointly by the president andgastor. Term of
office shall be 2\1\19 years, with three members t@ppointed each

successive year.
C13.05. When a pastoral vacancy occur€§;al Committee of six voting

members shall be elected by the Congregation Chdrerim of office
will terminate upon installation of the newly callpastor.

C13.06. Other committees of this congregation may be faknas the need
arises, by decision of the Congregation Council.

C13.07. Duties of committees of this congregation shalspecified in the
bylaws.

C13.08. The pastor of this congregation shallexeofficioa member of all
committees and boards of the congregation.

Chapter 14.
ORGANIZATIONSWITHIN THE CONGREGATION
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C14.01. All organizations within this congregation shatlst to aid it in
ministering to the members of this congregation tanall persons who
can be reached with the Gospel of Christ. As owttrs and
expressions of this congregation’s life, the orgations are subject to
its oversight and direction. This congregationtameeting shall
determine their policies, guide their activitiesdaeceive reports
concerning their membership, work, and finances.

C14.02. Special interest groups, other than those of thiea organizations of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, maylganized only
after authorization has been given by the Congi@g&ouncil and
specified in a continuing resolution.

Chapter 15.
DISCIPLINE OF MEMBERSAND ADJUDICATION

*C15.01. Denial of the Christian faith as described in tosstitution, conduct
grossly unbecoming a member of the Church of Cluoispersistent
trouble-making in this congregation are sufficieatise for discipline
of a member. Prior to disciplinary action, recoiatibn will be
attempted following Matthew 18:15-17, proceedingtlgh these
successive steps: a) private admonition by theopast admonition by
the pastor in the presence of two or three witrsgss®d c) citation to
appear before the Congregation Council. If, for ewason, the pastor
is unable to administer the admonitions requireé.bgnd b. hereof, the
president (if not the pastor) or vice presidentlsidminister such
admonitions.

*C15.02. The process for discipline of a member of the cegation shall be
governed as prescribed by the chapter on disciplitiee Constitution,
Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangekliatheran
Church in America If discipline against a member proceeds beyond
counseling and admonition by the pastor, chargamatthe accused
member(s) that are specific and in writing shalpbepared by
member(s) of the congregation who shall sign treegéds as the
accuser(s). The written charges shall be fileth e pastor, who shall
advise the Congregation Council of the need tceisswritten citation
to the accused and the accusers that specifigsrtband place of the
hearing before the Congregation Council. The amittharges shall
accompany the written citation to the accused. efntmer charged with
the offense shall appear before the Congregatiam€hbafter having
received a written citation, at least ten daysmtoahe meeting. If the
member charged with the offense fails to appethveascheduled
hearing, the Congregation Council may proceed thi¢hhearing and
may pass judgment in the member’s absence.

*C15.03. Members of the Congregation Council who parti@gdatthe
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preparation of the written charges or who preseittemce or testimony
in the hearing before the Congregation Councildisqualified from
voting upon the question of the guilt of the accusember. Should
the allegations be sustained by a two-thirds ntgjecte of the members
of the Congregation Council who are not disqualifieit who are
present and voting, and renewed admonition progffdctual, the
council shall impose one of the following discigliy actions:

a. censure before the council or congregation;

b. suspension from membership for a definite peabtime; or

c. exclusion from membership in this congregation.

Disciplinary actions b. and c. shall be deliveethe member in writing.

*C15.04. The member against whom disciplinary action hanlieken by the
Congregation Council shall have the right to applealdecision to the
Synod Council. Such right may not be abridged &eddecision of the
Synod Council shall be final.

*C15.05. Disciplinary actions may be reconsidered and reddiy the Congre-
gation Council upon receipt of a) evidence thaistige has been done
or b) evidence of repentance and amendment.

*C15.06. For disciplinary actions in this congregation, édarocess” shall be
observed as specified in 20.41.04. in @nstitution, Bylaws, and
Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Luthe@rch in
America.

*C15.07. No member of a congregation shall be subjectgoigline for offenses
that the Congregation Council has previously head decided, unless
so ordered by the Synod Council after an appeal.

*C15.10. Adjudication

*C15.11. When there is disagreement among factions withi;ndongregation on
a substantive issue that cannot be resolved byattes, members of
this congregation shall have access to the syniddiiglaop for
consultation after informing the chair of the Cozgation Council of
their intent. If the consultation fails to resoblbhe issue(s), the
Consultation Committee of the synod shall considematter. If the
Consultation Committee of the synod shall failésalve the issue(s),
the matter shall be referred to the Synod Countise decision shall
be final.

Chapter 16.
BYLAWS

*C16.01. This congregation may adopt bylaws. No bylaw mayflict with this
constitution.

*C16.02. Bylaws may be adopted or amended at any legallgcceeeting of
this congregation with a quorum present by a mgjente of those
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*C16.03.

voting members present and voting.

Changes to the bylaws may be proposed by anyg/atember
provided, however, that such additions or amendsngatsubmitted in
writing to the Congregation Council at least 60slbgfore a regular or
special Congregation Meeting called for that puepasd that the
Congregation Council notify the congregation’s menstby mail of
the proposal with the council’'s recommendationgsast 30 days in
advance of the Congregation Meeting.

*C16.04. Approved changes to the bylaws shall be sent dgderetary of this
congregation to the synod.

Chapter 17.

AMENDMENTS

*C17.01. Unless provision *C17.04 is applicable, thoseisastof this

*C17.02.

*C17.03.

constitution that are not required, in accord litaModel
Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelicathieran Church in
Americg may be amended in the following manner. Amendsaray
be proposed by at least ~ 25% voting members or by the
Congregation Council. Proposals must be filed iiing with the
Congregation Council 60 days before formal consitien by this
congregation at a regular or special Congregatieetiig called for
that purpose. The Congregation Council shall natiycongregation’s
members by mail of the proposal together with thencil’s
recommendations at least 30 days in advance oh#eting.

An amendment to this constitution, proposed uri@4i7.01., shall:

a. be approved at a legally called Congregationtiigeccording to
this constitution by a majority vote of those presand voting;

b. be ratified without change at the next annuatting by a two-
thirds majority vote of those present and votinyj a

c. have the effective date included in the regmifiand noted in the
constitution.

Any amendments to this constitution that resaltfithe processes
provided in *C17.01. and *C17.02. shall be senth®/secretary of this
congregation to the synod. The amendment shallre&dfective
within 120 days from the date of the receipt of tleéice by the synod
unless the synod informs this congregation thaathendment is in
conflict with the constitution and bylaws of thedigelical Lutheran
Church in America or the constitution of the SoG#rolina Synod of

4 Such an effective date must be stated in relatiothé requirements of *C17.03. to allow time
for synodical review of the amendment.
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*C17.04.

the ELCA.

This constitution may be amended to bring anyieedhto conformity
with a section or sections, either required orrequired, of théviodel
Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelicatiieran Church in
America—as most recently amended by the Churchigsembly--by
a simple majority vote of those voting members @nésind voting at
any legally called meeting of the congregation withpresentation at a
prior meeting of the congregation, provided that@ongregation
Council has submitted by mail notice to the congtieg of such an
amendment or amendments, together with the coancil’
recommendations, at least 30 days prior to theingedtipon the
request of 5%oting members of the congregation, the Congregati
Council shall submit such notice. Following theption of an
amendment, the secretary of the congregation shbihit a copy
thereof to the synod. Such provisions shall beceffestive
immediately following a vote of approval.

Chapter 18.
CONTINUING RESOLUTIONS

*C18.01.

The congregation in a legally called meeting @ @ongregation
Council may enact continuing resolutions. Suchtiooimg resolutions
may not conflict with the constitution or bylawstbfs congregation.

*C18.02. Continuing resolutions shall be enacted or ameiyea majority vote
of a meeting of the congregation or a two-thirdgewaf all voting
members of the Congregation Council.

Chapter 19.

INDEMNIFICATION

*C19.01.

Consistent with the provisions of the laws undhiclv this
congregation is incorporated, this congregation adgpt provisions
providing indemnification for each person who, bgson of the fact
that such person is or was a Congregation Courarihiner, officer,
employee, agent, or other member of any committ¢lei®
congregation, was or is threatened to be madetg fpaany threatened,
pending, or completed civil, criminal, administvaj arbitration, or
investigative proceeding.

Chapter 20.
PARISH AUTHORIZATION
[* Required provisions when congregation is paragbarish]

*C20.01.

This congregation may unite in partnership witke on more other
congregations recognized by the synod named in0C&o form a
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*C20.02.

*C20.03.

parish. Except as provided in *C20.02. and *C20.83vritten agreement,
developed in consultation with the synod and apgaddyy the voting
members of each congregation participating in #ish, shall specify
the powers and responsibilities that have beergdtdd to a Parish
Council.

Whenever a letter of call is being recommendeckfbension to an
ordained minister of the Evangelical Lutheran ChurcAmerica or a
candidate for the roster of ordained ministers Wwas been
recommended to the congregation by the synodisablpi to serve the
congregations of a parish, such letter of callldhafirst approved by a
two-thirds vote at congregational meetings of eafdhe congregations
forming the parish. If any congregation of the plarshould fail to
approve extending this call, the other congregésipim the same
parish shall have the right to terminate the pagishngement.

Any one of the congregations of a parish may teatei the call of a
pastor as provided in 1S14.13.d. of the synodioastitution of the
synod named in *C6.01. In such case, the otherregagion(s) in the
same parish shall have the right to terminate #réeslp arrangement.

*Approved by Church Congregational Vote on OctoB8, 2007 in a
called Congregational Meeting.
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